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ñBoth residents and visitors of Cass County enjoy the beauty of 

over 250 lakes and ponds. Maintaining county drains for 

agricultural, commercial, industrial, and residential use is 

critical to our economy and our quality of life. Managing 

established lake levels and protecting the waters of our county 

will ensure the protection of these waters as one of our most 

valuable resources for our current and future generations.ò   

ï Jeff Van Belle, Cass County Drain Commissioner 

 

 

Forward 

 
After 3 years of high rainfall activity, in the spring of 2021 the rains stopped, and the county experienced 

a dry summer with precipitation levels below average for all three months. Water levels in some lakes, 

ponds, and wetlands dropped between 1-2 feet over the summer. The dry weather continued into August 

which was also a very warm month. This allowed the Drain Office to finish up needed work without the 

distraction of additional drainage issues. The Drain Office continued implementation of the SAW Grant 

award which now includes the entire county. Once completed the Drain Office will be technologically 

updated with GIS mapping, survey, inventory, and planning assistance. This is a big step forward for the 

Drain Office to provide information to constituents, and process assessments in a fair and equitable 

manner. The Survey and Remonumentation program received a $38,000 dollar grant for the 2021 fiscal 

year and the survey work is nearing completion. 
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ANNUAL REPORT  

OF THE  

CASS COUNTY DRAIN  COMMISSIONER  
 

October 1, 2021 

By Jeff Van Belle ï Drain COMMISSIONER  

 

 

I.  COUNTY DRAINS 
 

 Inspection of County Drains 

 

County drains are inspected on a weekly basis as needed. 

 

 New Drainage Districts 

 

  Christiann Drain Penn Township. This district was petitioned by Penn Township to assist   

                        the Cass County Road Commission with the Jeffries Road crossing on the Christiann          

                        Creek. 

 

                        The Re-Yo Ridge subdivision was reviewed for a development in Milton Township. 

 

. 

. 

 Cleaning, Maintenance and Repair 

 

  Petitions were received for cleaning, maintenance, or repair of drains for:  None. 

 

  Drains cleaned or maintained from drain fund accounts or revolving drain funds: 

 

   Mud and Pine Lake Drain ï Marcellus Township  

   Pleasant Lake Drain ï Ontwa Township 

   Goose and Mud Lake Drain ï Jefferson Township 

   Pine Lake Drain ï Wayne and Silver Creek Township 

   Kingsbury Drain ï LaGrange Township 

   Lilly Lake Drain ï Newberg Township 

   Mud Lake and Extension Drain ï Howard Township 

   Hayes Drain-Marcellus Township 

                                    Twin Lakes 

                                    Barron Lake 

                                    Garver Lake 

 

           

    

   

  Drains needing cleaning or maintenance: Many 
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 Status Report 

 

  Lilly Lake Drain       Newberg Township  

 

  Culvert maintenance was needed primarily for beaver control. 

 

  

  Pleasant Lake Drain       Ontwa Township 

 

  Final restoration and payment on the M-62 project was completed. Beaver control and 

culvert maintenance continued throughout the year.  

 

 

  Mud and Pine Lake Drain      Marcellus Township 

    

  Culvert maintenance at the outlet of Mud Lake was needed primarily for beaver control. 

The culvert was replaced at Brody Street by the Road Commission. The drain was cleaned 

north of Brody Street by MS Properties from significant storm damage. 

 

 

  Goose and Mud Lake Drain               Jefferson Township 

   

  The inlet at the M-62 crossing was cleaned out by MS Properties. Beaver trapping 

continues. 

 

                        Pine Lake Drain                                                                              Wayne Township 

                      

                        The Rudy Road crossing was completed by Pavlok Construction. This project was a joint   

                        effort with the Cass County Road Commission, City of Dowagiac, and Wayne Township. 

 

                         Hayes Drain                                                                                   Marcellus Township 

 

                         A project performed in 2020 was completed and maintenance continues to keep the drain  

 in working order. 

                     

                           

  

 

II.  INTERCOUNTY DRAINS  

 

 New Drainage Districts 

 

None 
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 Cleaning, Maintenance and Repair 

 

  Dowagiac River Intercounty Drain     Pokagon Township  

 

  The Intercounty Drain Board met with the Pokagon Band of the Potawatomi Indians and a 

new easement was approved and recorded for their Meander Project. A recent gateway 

Foundation grant will remove deadfall from Dodd Park to Pucker Street greatly improving 

navigation.   

 

 

                        Corey Lake Intercounty Drain     Newberg Township 

 

  A petition resulted in an Order of Practicability  for the rebuilding of the drain. The project 

scope was narrowed down from 3 choices to 1. Easement acquisition is ongoing.   

 

 

  VanCass Intercounty Drain      Marcellus Township 

 

  The Intercounty Drain Board (Cass, VanBuren, and MDARD) held and passed Practability 

and Necessity Hearingôs to extend the drain, by petition, from the Point-of-Beginning of 

the drain north to Bankson Lake. Further action was suspended because of litigation filed 

to the Michigan Court of appeals. 

 

 

  Drains need cleaning 

 

Corey Lake Intercounty Drain 

 

 

  

 

 

 

I II .  LAKE LEVEL CONTROLS  
  

  The county experienced a dry summer with precipitation levels below average for all three 

months. Water levels in some lakes, ponds, and wetlands dropped between 1-2 feet over 

the summer.  

  

   
Barron Lake              Howard Township 

 

Tritium Inc. out of Elkhart, IN monitored wells around the lake. Tritium, Inc also tested the 

lakebed for leakage rates. The Drain Office obtained an easement in the Bartak Acres Plat / 

Park. A test well is slated for installation by the end of 2021.   

 

 

  Long Lake              Newberg Township 
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Pumping was limited due to high water on Clear, Mud, Kaiser, and Corey Lakes. 

 

 

Magician Lake        Silver Creek Township

  

The lake did drop below its legal level for a short period of time but continues to remain 

slightly elevated.  

 

 

Long Lake                 Porter Township 

 

The lake has lowered to more manageable levels. 

 

 

Garver Lake                Ontwa Township 

 

Beaver control continued to be an issue on the tubes located on Elkhart Road next to the 

dam.  

 

 

Twin Lakes                Wayne Township 

 

Drain landscaping maintenance was performed during the Spring and Summer. A lightning 

strike took out the well pump in August. A new one has been sourced and is slated for an 

October installation. 

 

Indian Lake                                                                                        Silver Creek Township 

 

The Silver Creek Township board petitioned for a Governmental Lake Board for Indian 

Lake. A public hearing is scheduled for mid-October for the 5-year plan. The assessment 

roll public hearing is slated for late October. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

IV. FINANCIAL  
 

 Assessments 

 

 The following special assessments were submitted for approved for 2021: 
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           Drain Funds 

 

 On September 1, 2021, the cash balances in the following accounts were: 

       

        Amounts                                           

              Drain Fund  801.00              $ 32,782.66 

   Revolving Drain Fund 802.00  $ 29,273.17 

   Lake Level Fund 841.00              $ 104,028.02   

     

 

 

 

 Notes Payable 

 

  None.  

   

  

 Delinquent Tax Fund Notes 

  

 

  None. 

 

 

 

VI.  OTHER ISSUES 
 

Lake Augmentation Projects 

   

An easement was obtained, and Tritium Inc. was engaged to get preliminary EGLE 

approval for an augmentation well. A test well is slated for an October installation.   

 

 

                                DRAIN ASSESSMENT PERIOD 

Kingsbury Drain ï LaGrange Township Year 2 of 2 

Mud Lake Drain ï Howard & Jefferson Twpôs Year 1 of 1 

Pine Lake Drain ï Wayne & Silver Creek Twpôs Year 2 of 2 

Union Stateline Drain Calvin, Mason, Porter Twp  Year 1 of 1 

Goose & Mud Lake Drain ï Jefferson Township Year 1 of 1 

Dibble Drain ï Howard & Milton  Townships Year 3 of 3 

Smith Lake Intercounty Drain ï Pokagon Twp Year 1 of 1 

Pleasant Lake Drain ï Jefferson & Ontwa Twpôs Year 1 of 1 

Mud & Pine Lake Drain ï Marcellus Township Year 1 of 1 

Twin Lakes Level ï Wayne Township Year 1 of 1 

Barron Lake Level ï Howard Township Year 1 of 1 

Regal Place Year 1 of 1 

McMillan Dam Year 1 of 1 
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 MS4 of NPDES 

   

The Drain Office decided to administer the program internally and not utilizing an outside 

paid consultant as in previous years. 

 

Cass County Road Commission 

 

  The Drain Commissioner and the Cass County Road Commission continue to work 

together in several areas throughout the county. Meetings are scheduled monthly. 

 

  

VII.   DRAIN  COMMISSIONERôS OFFICE 
 

1) Implementing drain and lake level districts into county GIS System continues.  

2) Drawing route and courses of drains into GIS System continues.  

3) Developing electronic spreadsheets for assessment rolls continues. 

4) Web page development for the Drain Office has begun. 

 

 

 

  

  

   

IX.  OTHER  
 

          Besides regular office hours and field inspections, the Drain Commissioner attends: 

  Board of Public Works ï Member 

  Parks Board ï Member  

                        Indian Lake Governmental Lake Board ï Chair 

                        Stone Lake Governmental Lake board 

  Board of Commissioners - Bi-monthly meetings as needed 

  Numerous County, Township, Village and City meetings 

 
 

 

X.   ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS   
 
        The Drain Commissioner is appreciative of the assistance of many individuals over the   

        past year, but wants to give special recognition to: 

 

Jackie Taylor and Beth Daly for their administrative assistance. 

 

Financial Director Jennifer Renfrow and Becky Moore for drain and lake level fund support. 

 

VIII. PROFESSIONAL  
 

 The Drain Commissioner attends meetings as warranted. 
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Treasurer Hope Anderson and her staff for their assistance for the accounting and mapping 

assistance. 

 

Tami Stewart and her staff from the Equalization Department for assessment assistance. 

 

GIS Director Erica Espeland for the technology updates and ongoing efforts to map the drainage 

districts. 

 

Clerk Monica Kennedy and her staff for assistance with deeds, plats, and easement information. 

 

Information Systems Director Jodi Nestich and their staff for technology support. 

 

County Administratorôs Jeff Carmen for administrative support.    

 

Cass County Board of Commissioners. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APENDIX A  
 

   

   

LAKE LEVEL CONTROL STRUCTURES VISUALLY INSPECTED BY DRAIN COMMISSIONER 

(Note ï all lake level structures are inspected on the mandatory 3-year cycle by a licensed engineer. 

Statutory dam inspections were performed in the fall  of 2020. 

   

  Barron Lake *      

  Garver Lake *             

  Magician Lake *         

  Twin Lakes*  

  Lilly Lake*  

  Diamond Lake 

  Shave head Lake   

  Priest Lake  

  Corey Lake 

  Eagle Lake  

  McMillan Dam  

  Harwood Lake  
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  Hutchens Lake 

  Baldwin Lake 

  Long Lake (Porter Twp) 

  Coverdale Lake 

  Indiana Lake 

  Birch Lake 

  Finch Lake 

  *  - work was performed 

 

DRAIN CROSSING / OTHER PERMITS 
 

Three drain crossing permits were issued. 

 

 

 
Pine Lake Drain Rudy Road installation 
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Pine Lake Drain Rudy Road crossing  
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Pine Lake Drain crossing off M-51 
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Beaver dam Goose & Mud Drain Jefferson Township 
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Goose Lake Drain Cleanout 


