ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

MEETING MINUTES

KINCHELOE ROOM, CASS COUNTY BUILDING

Date August 16, 2017





Time: 8:30 a.m.

Board Members present: Troy Clay  X , Kevin Anderson X , Roseann Marchetti X , Rick Russwurm X, Eugene Wagner____, Junior Oliver X , James Finan____, Dawn Bolock _____, Johanna Timpson X, Eileen Toney ____, Harry Shaffer X and Karen Folks X.
Also present: Barkley Garrett, Laurel Ward and Mrs. Oliver
The meeting was called to order by Chair Troy Clay at 8:30 a.m. 
The agenda was approved by on a motion by Harry and on a second by Rick the motion passed.
Public Comment:  Laurel Ward introduced herself as the owner and developer of the Discover Cass County web site.  Laurel gave her background and briefly discussed the Discover Cass County web site.  A few questions were asked and answered.
Minutes: Kevin moved to approve the July 19, 2017, minutes and after a second by Rick, the motion passed.
Financial Report: There is $19, 479.11 in the treasury.
Roseann moved to accept the treasurer’s report and on a second by Kevin, the motion passed.
Operations Report: Barkley Garret reported a company is interested in building a ½ million dollar facility in Howard Township and has asked for a tax abatement.  Barkley met with Kevin and a company who is looking at a building in the Dowagiac Industrial Park.  A company is looking at a site in the Cassopolis Industrial Park and a site in the Midwest Energy Industrial Park.  Workforce is a serious issue in the Michiana area.  Lyons Industries is working with Kinexus regarding employee turnover (the ERN program) and is pleased with the efforts of Kinexus to help.   Discussion followed.
Old Business:   
Strategic Plan: All 501 © 6 information has been sent to Varnum.
New Business
a. Re-appointments - Kevin Anderson and James Finan: Harry moved to recommend to the Board of Commissioners that Kevin Anderson and James Finan be reappointed to the EDC.  On a second by Karen the motion was unanimously approved.  Jackie will send them a letter advising of the reappointment and reminding them of attendance.

Adjournment
Rick moved for adjournment and on a second by Junior the motion passed.  Adjournment was at 9:32 am.

We attest the Board of Directors of the Cass County EDC has approved these minutes as the official minutes of the meeting recorded herein.

Troy Clay, Chair___________________________
Roseann Marchetti, Secretary__________________________
